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Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the Munitions material for maritime assessment submitted by Drafting 
group 2, consisting of representatives from Germany. 
 
 

Recently old munitions, resting on the sea bed, were found in areas, formerly assumed to be safe. Due to 

present development of detection technology more than 70 Ground mines, deployed in WW II, could be 

disposed of the navigational traffic lane heading from the open Baltic Sea to Kiel Canal and there are more 

examples. Submerged munitions hinder the development of offshore infrastructure, such as windfarms, 

pipelines and sea cables. 

In 2011 Germany published the number of 300.000 metric tons of conventional munitions, to be contained 

by territorial waters of the Baltic Sea. The HELCOM expert group on submerged dangerous objects 

(SUMBERGED) assumes that Baltic wide the amount has to be doubled, at least. HELCOM Baltic Status report 

on chemical munitions, updated 2013, reconfirmed the assumption of 40.000 tons of chemical warfare 

material in the Baltic Sea. The total amount of warfare material in the Baltic Sea is still not known. The 

explosive and toxic chemicals containing objects on the sea floor are a current risk especially for trawl fishery, 

but also for marine traffic, offshore construction and divers. Cases of contaminated Danish trawlers are 

reported almost every year. Aging explosives turned out to be less stable, which increases the risk of 

unintentional spontaneous explosions. 

Taking this into account warfare material can be considered relevant, as a factor in European Blue Growth 

strategy. Incorporating munition contaminated areas into marine spatial planning is one initial step. To avoid 

strong economic impacts a more systematic approach appears necessary. A key for this is to assess latent 

risks comprehensively by combining historical information with field survey data and the expertise of relevant 

bodies. To achieve this one critical element is the facilitation of information exchange. As a future perspective 

current survey technology needs to be improved and remediation devices further developed to have more 

options to coping with identified threats. This includes the avoidance of misuse of explosives (IED) and 

chemical warfare agents as part of European strategy “CISE”. 

Any corroding munition object is a potential point source emitter of highly toxic, carcinogenic and mutagenic 

substances. Once introduced in the marine food web, these could be bio-transformed or bio-accumulated. 

This is subject of current research projects, financed by European and national funds. The remediation in an 

environmental friendly manner, will not only benefit marine life, but also ensure safe maritime economy. 


